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In the matter of: Fe
Amendment ofthe AmateurRadio Service Rules
to allow retransmission of'the NatiolUllWeather Service(NWS)
Emergency Man8gers Weather Information Network (EMWIN) data. N'\f\l/t7' , "

. . l/IJ\lf\~! FILE COpy ORIGINAL .
To: The Secretary . - ,

PETITION FOR RULEMAK1NG:

. (JerryJohn.Tohnsan, WA3WZF.pursuanttosection 1:40Lofthe Federal .'
Communicati()nsCommission',s (FCC) R~s,47 C.F.R., SeeuonlAOl, respectfully'
request that the FCC initiate a rulem8ldngtoamendtheFCC Rules, 47C.F.R. Section
97.113 (elto aUowthe retransmission of EMWIN data from anyartlateur radio station
authorized to transmit above144 Mhz on any frequency authorized for FMtyp.e emissions
above 144 Mhz. This amendment wiUenable the rapid dissemination of critical severe
weather information, at no.cast to the Go"ernnient,.whichwill resu1tin the saving()flives
and· property thrpugh the early w8rning ofapproaching severe weather.• -

the EMWINis a severe weatherwarnfugsystem which sends severe weather data directly'
- from the NWS ~a satellite to any perSonal computet~ the satellite footprint. The
computer monitor~incoming data and. when an applicable alarm is issued by the NWS, it
sounds an alarm and/or triggers an alerting device for theh~g or Visually imPlUred.The
data is presently transmitted by the NWS only throughtheirOOES satellites, which

, require a terrestrial disha;ntentla and microwave receiver to intercept the data. The cost
associated with this distribution method is clearly beyond 'tbe-average homeowners budget
for weather warning devices.· The NWS is actively seeking no.cost methods ofintercepting
the data and retransmitting it via local VHF or UHF transmitters, thereby enabling
t:eception with mexpensive Consumer~grade receivers or scanners.

The Amateur~o Service (ARS)bas long been involved with emergenCy
, communieations. and has demonstrated an excellent response when'called upon to provide
assistance during times ofnatural disa$ter, infact, the ARS maiPtains anetwork of stOIm
spotters (SKYWARN) who provide input to the NWS botbbefore and during severe
stoI1Il$: A logical addendum to' theirvolunt~r efforts is theretransmission ofthe resWtant
data from the NWS. .

The EMWINtransmission fonnat uses Bell,.202 signals at a signalling rate of1200 BPS '
,which is similar to existinS ARSpacket radio. It. oecupi~s astandard'voice cbannelandis ,
PM modulated at +/,. 2.5 Khz. CVI identification can be, inserted into the data stream by
the transmitting station in accordance with FCC Rules, 47C.F.R.Section 97.119.
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Forthe r~ns stated herein, I request that the Commission promptly issue a Notice of
Proposed :R.ulemaking toamendth~ FCC Rules, 47 C.F.R. Section 97.113 (e) toalIow the
retransmission ofthis, life--saving~~ by an,)ateur radio'operators.
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